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Happy Thanksgiving! It is with sincere, 
heartfelt thanks that I wish you a 
wonderful Thanksgiving.  I want to 
thank each and every one of you for 
not just educating our students, but 
for caring about them. You inspire our 
students daily and your work and efforts 
pay big dividends well into the future. 

Three years ago, we ranked sixth in our 
conference; this year we are first!  (See 
the chart below.)  Congratulations! 
This is one small example of the many 
positive outcomes that you make in 
the daily lives of students. I appreciate 
and value the time and effort you place 
into providing our students with an 
outstanding education. Thank you for 
choosing to serve the Waynesville R-VI 
School District. 

With warmest regards and thankfulness, 

–Dr. Brian Henry
Superintendent
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Waynesville	   1	   3	   6	   83.2%	   82.1%	   92.9%	   96.8%	   96.8%	   1	  
Rolla	   1	   5	   2	   96.8%	   96.1%	   88.9%	   96.8%	   96.1%	   2	  
Camdenton	   3	   2	   1	   93.6%	   96.8%	   93.9%	   95.0%	   87.9%	   5	  
Lebanon	   4	   1	   3	   93.2%	   94.6%	   96.1%	   93.6%	   87.1%	   6	  
West	  Plains	   5	   4	   4	   84.6%	   93.6%	   92.5%	   91.8%	   88.9%	   4	  
Springfield	   6	   6	   5	   87.1%	   88.9%	   85.4%	   90.4%	   89.6%	   3	  
Joplin	   7	   7	   7	   62.1%	   78.6%	   85.0%	   86.8%	   85.4%	   7	  
 

More than 
500 students, 
parents 
and family 
members 
attended 
Freedom 
Elementary’s 
Title I Reading 
Night on Nov. 
10. Students 
and parents 
were able to 
have some 
pizza, do 
activities, read, 
listen to stories 
and get a book.



    Superintendents and leaders from school districts near Fort Leonard Wood gathered 
on Nov. 9 at the Waynesville R-VI School District to discuss ways to better serve 
military students and their families.
    Leonard Wood Institute experts Joe Driskill, executive director, and Dorsey 
Newcomb, technical program officer, provided insight into both the needs of military 
families and resources available. They also stressed the significant role education 
will play in any future Congressional Base Realignment and Closure Commissions 
(BRAC).
    Cory Ace, assistant principal at Waynesville High School, also shared information 
about the school’s National Math and Science Initiative. Through the initiative, 
each student received a check for $100 for achieving a score of 3 or higher on the 
following AP exams:  Language Arts, Literature, Environmental Science, Chemistry, 
AB Calculus, BC Calculus, Statistics and Computer Science. The funds were made 
available through a college and career readiness program from the National Math 
and Science Initiative (NMSI), thanks to a grant from the Department of Defense 
Educational Authority (DoDEA).
    Waynesville, the first in the State of Missouri to implement this program, shared the 
information to help other districts adopt the program that encourages students to take 
college-level courses while in high school. 

Attending the meeting were Dr. Jim Pritchett, Rolla High School principal; Jay 
Roth, Lebanon director of curriculum and instruction; Michele Hedges, Lebanon 
assistant superintendent; Jarad Rinne, Licking Junior High School principal; 
row 2: Tony Hermann, Richland superintendent; Gary Hoerhoff, Crocker 
superintendent; Dr. Randy Caffey, Laquey superintendent; Dr. Brian Henry, 
Waynesville superintendent; Joe Driskill, executive director of Leonard Wood 
Institute; Dorsey Newcomb, technical program officer of Leonard Wood Institute; 
and Cory Ace, assistant principal at Waynesville High School.

Area school leaders strategize 
ways to serve military students 

    Elected officials, education leaders 
and military officers will recognize 
Waynesville AmeriCorps members who 
serve the Ft. Leonard Wood community 
and veterans serving in AmeriCorps at 
a National Veteran Corps Ceremony 
at Waynesville High School at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 24. 
    Waynesville AmeriCorps is 
collaborating with the Corporation 
for National and Community Service 
(CNCS), the federal agency that 
administers AmeriCorps and Senior 
Corps, to recognize these dedicated 
individuals as members of the National 
Veteran Corps. 
    The event will feature remarks from 
local education, military and elected 
leaders, and National Vet Corps pins 
will be presented to 70 AmeriCorps 
and AmeriCorps VISTA members. This 
event is one of nearly 200 National 
Veteran Corps ceremonies taking place 
across the country in the month of 
November. 
    More than 23,000 veterans serve 
local communities as AmeriCorps 
members and Senior Corps volunteers. 
Additionally, more than 780,000 
veterans and military families were 
served through AmeriCorps and Senior 
Corps programs. Last year, Waynesville 
AmeriCorps members provided tutoring 
and afterschool services to more than 
3,700 K-12th grade students; 79% 
of whom were military-connected 
students.

AmeriCorps 
and their 
veteran 
members to be 
recognized

    Congratulations to Jacob Meza for being selected for All-State Choir this 
year.  Also, congratulations to Young Park as he was chosen first alternate for 
the All-State Choir.  
    Auditions were held last week with the members of the choir announced this 
past weekend.

Student named to all-state choir
    The first home varsity wrestling 
match will be Dec. 3. The first girls 
varsity basketball home game will be 
Dec. 10. The first boys varsity home 
game will be during the Route 66 
tournament, Dec. 18 and 19.

Winter sports 
season begins



Dec. 3 (R)     Elementary Voices Choir Concert – 5:30 p.m. – WHS Theatre
Dec. 4 (F)     One-Act Plays – 7:00 p.m. Donations accepted  – WHS Theatre
Dec. 5 (Sa)   One-Act Plays – 7:00 p.m. Donations accepted – WHS Theatre
Dec. 6 (Su)   Christmas Parade – 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 8 (T)     Thayer Bells/Choir Concert – 6:00 p.m. – Thayer Gym 
Dec. 9 (W)    M.S. Choir Concert – 7:00 p.m. – WHS Theatre
Dec. 10 (R)   Partridge 3rd Grade Music Program – 6:00 p.m. – Partridge Gym 
Dec. 11 (F)   Thayer 3rd Grade Music Program – 10:00 a.m.– Thayer Gym 
Dec. 12 (Sa) Choir Concert – 6:30 p.m. – WHS Theatre
Dec. 13 (Su) Choir Concert – 3:00 p.m. – WHS Theatre  
Dec. 15 (T)   Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert – 6:00 p.m. – WHS Theatre
         Dec. 17 (R) Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert snow day – WHS Theatre

Upcoming Fine Arts Events 

    The Voices Choir, an honor choir comprised of 
Waynesville R-VI elementary students in grades 3 
through 6, will perform from 5:30 to 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 3, in the Waynesville High School Auditorium. 
    The choir includes students from the district’s five 
elementary buildings. A photo from last year is at right.
    “In addition to our own singing, we will have a horn 
player from the 399th Army Band, a high school student 
playing the flute and several of our own Voices members on various accompanying 
instruments,” says Leigh Schaefferkoetter, director. “Each song will also be introduced 
by the members themselves.” 
    Students will sport custom-designed t-shirts with an original design created by one 
of the students and audience members will get a close-up view of the design on the 
program’s cover.  
    This is the same evening as Christmas on the Square in Waynesville, but the concert 
will last just 30 minutes, leaving time for families to attend both events. 

Students want their Voices heard

Waynesville members included front row: Stacy Blakley, Tina Young, 
Carol Jemes, Cynthia Pender, Debra Snider, Christopher Beauchamp, 
Diedra Holmes, Laura Morgan; back row: Kelly Gard, Cecilia Swain, Mike 
Thompson, Maxine Thompson, Melinda Scott, Jane Morgan and Tammy 
Headrick. 

CTA members attend MSTA Convention

    Stacy Blakley, Waynesville’s CTA 
president, received a leadership award 
while at the MSTA Convention. 
    Each year the Missouri State 
Teachers Association recognizes leaders 
from throughout the state who give 
their time to help improve education 
and the association. Blakley was among 
the 28 named to the 2015 MSTA 
Leadership Class.
    Leaders work to improve MSTA at 
the local, regional and state level. They 
recruited and welcomed hundreds of 
new teachers to MSTA. As volunteer 
leaders, they have served in numerous 
officer positions.
    “MSTA is a volunteer-driven 
organization and we are stronger 
because of the outstanding members 
like those in this year’s leadership 
class,” MSTA Executive Director Bruce 
Moe said. “I’ve been impressed by the 
energy and dedication of our leaders 
who give their time and talent to serve 
their colleagues. These 28 educators 
have exemplified MSTA’s mission to 
‘advocate for and empower Missouri 
teachers so they can teach.’ Whether in 
their local school district or at the state 
level, their voluntary service has helped 
to make Missouri schools better.”
    Blakley teaches Project Lead the Way 
and computers at Waynesville Middle 
School. 

Stacy Blakley is pictured with Stacy 
Williamson, MSTA president.

Blakley receives 
CTA leadership 
award at annual  
convention

    Several Waynesville CTA members were among the 761 MSTA 
Convention voting delegates at the Missouri State Teachers Association 
annual convention on Thursday, Nov. 12, in Columbia. 
    The Missouri State Teachers Association elected new officers and passed its 2015 
legislative resolutions and approved the 2015 proposed resolutions without amendment.
Delegates attended multiple breakout sessions, taking advantage of 
varied and extensive professional development opportunities. 



Thirteen of Waynesville’s food service staff members attended the 2015 Missouri 
School Nutrition Association annual conference this past weekend.  Along with 
great speakers including Linda Larsen “Staying Right-Side Up When Everything’s 
Upside Down,” staff members attended breakout educational classes and a food 
show with more than 300 venders showcasing product. Deanna House, director 
of food services and the district’s wellness coordinator, was installed to the  
Missouri School Nutrition Association executive board as vice president.

    In her third year as the head tennis 
coach at Waynesville High School, 
Kayla Wilson received the High 
School Coach of the Year Award 
during the 2015 USTA Missouri 
District Annual Awards Luncheon. 
She was one of just two coaches to 
receive the award from the Missouri 
Valley.

    Two Waynesville Lego League teams competed in the Regional 
First Lego League competition in Camdenton on Nov. 14. The 
theme this year was Trash Trek with teams working to develop 
innovative ways to solve trash problems. 
    Waynesville’s Team 1 made the ultimate trash can to help with 
recycling and Team 2 made an innovative biodegradable water 
bottle. Both teams made autonomous robots and programmed them 
to solve missions.  
    “They presented well, used gracious professionalism and most of 
all had fun,” says Laura Laughlin, the middle school’s gifted teacher 
and the Lego team advisor. 
    Team 1 received the project-research award and banner. Members 
of team 1 are: David Parker, James Falge, Joshua Hasbun-Hughes, 
Elijah Porter and Grace Parker. 
    Members of team 2 are John Porter, Cheyenne Levengood, Aidan 
McCorkle, Michael Eckroth and Dusty Myers.  
    “We hope this hands-on experience will get students excited 
about STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
opportunities and encourage them to pursue careers in these fields,“ 
Laughlin says. 

Waynesville Lego teams compete in regional event



State representative Steve Lynch visited with 4th Grade Students at Thayer on Monday, Nov. 16. He spoke to students about 
the structure of our state and national government, as well as his role as a member of the Missouri House of Representatives.

Thayer families attended a 
presentation at the school about 
Birds of Prey by Dickerson Park 
Zoo, located in Springfield, Mo. 
Volunteers brought a bald eagle 
(at right) and a golden eagle 
(above). The program focused 
on their diet, habitat, adaptations 
and species preservation. The 
Bald Eagle has been the national 
emblem of the United States 
since 1782 and a spiritual symbol 
for native people for far longer 
than that. Once endangered by 
hunting and pesticides, bald 
eagles have flourished under 
protection. Below, a volunteer 
demonstrates a bald eagle’s wing 
span. Photos by Brenna Caldwell. 

    While studying maps, 4th graders 
at Partridge Elementary created a new 
planet called “Planet Gilvoident,” which 
is a combination of the last names of their 
teachers: Gilbert, Voight, Rodden and her 
student teacher Thomas.  
    Students each created and named a country 
and then placed it on the new planet. After 
placing their country on the planet, they had to 
give its location using latitude and longitude.  
They also had to describe its relative position 
to four other countries using cardinal and/or 
intermediate directions.  
    After students found the latitude and 
longitude, they developed their country 
on a larger scale by adding in researched 
geographical features that would support 
where their country is located in relation to the 
Equator and North and South Poles.
   The students really enjoyed researching 
geographical features and then applying it to 
their country.  They also enjoyed this project 
extending out from the classroom and into a 
grade level experience. 

4th graders create 
their own planet 



Members of the 35th Engineer Battalion teamed up with 
their Partner In Education, Thayer Elementary, to speak 
with the students on Veterans Day. LTC Hannan read part 
of the President’s proclamation and gave a brief history 
of Veterans Day. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts were also 
honored for their dedication and service.

On Tuesday, seven students from the National Honor 
Society volunteered at the Waynesville-St. Robert Senior 
Center to help with the annual Thanksgiving feast.  Students 
helped carry drinks and trays and visited with the seniors. 
The seniors loved having the students there. One of the 
seniors approached the students after they sat down to eat 
(upon invitation from the director) to proudly show them the 
Waynesville Tiger t-shirt he was wearing. Seniors also found 
great ways to bridge the generation gap by pulling out their 
smart phones and asking students to show them how to use 
some of the features on them. The students also posed with 
the current Senior Center King and Queen.

Surrounded by her coaches and family Senior Kallie Bildner 
signed to play basketball for Lindenwood University earlier 
this week. Pictured on the front row are Tom Bildner, Kallie 
Bildner, Jane Bildner and Kate Bildner. In the back, are 
Keith Pendleton, her elementary coach; Brittany Matlock, 
WHS girls head basketball coach; Brock Tiefenbrunn, WHS 
assistant girls coach; and Kay Foster, club coach for the 
Lady Warriors. Bildner demonstrated excellent basketball 
skills at an early age and played on Pendleton’s mostly boys 
team. He recalls Bildner often outscoring the opponents on 
the court during her elementary days.


